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Environmental Protection Agency 
2200 Churchill Road 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 

Attention: Bureau of Stream Pollution 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed we submit Report of Pollution-Caused Fish Kill In­
vestigation of Scattering Fork in Douglas County, on September 3 & 4, 1915. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Conlin, Chief 
Division of Fisheries 

MC:ec 
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division of Flsharles 

Beport of Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigatiou 
of the 

Scattcrins Fork in Douglas County 
on 

September 3-^, 1975 

Submitted by 

Richard A. Rogers 
District Fishery Bioloe:ist 
Charleston, Illinois 
September 5t 1975 



fieport of Pollution Cauried Fish Kill Inrestication 
of th© 

fioatterisg Fork in Doî glas County 
on 

September 3 - ^ ^ 1975 

On September 3 at 4:30 PK, I received a telephone call from Rod Horner, fi::hery 
blclof̂ ist in Mocticcllo, inforrcjTig me that a fish kill had been reported on Scr . t tcr ir . i ; 
Fork at the Filson JSoad bridge by Hov/ard Sylvester ol .'ucola. I then iMsediatcly con­
tacted the Chiaopaign office of the E.P.A. (Col Locker) l>y phone. 

I £irrived at the Filson Road bridge at 6:00 FM or. September 3 '̂̂ 'TA was jolne,! soon 
fdrter by Tim Bachn:^ and Tom Smith of tlie Champaign oilice of th3 K.P.A. TI-;c .<:ti-s:3i:i 
had a nillcy-colorca precipitate flov.-ing in the water v-nd white-colored unnatural i:-trcari 
deposits were preeent. The pK v.'its 11.1« Several dead minnows wci-e present. A ICu IOL;V 
Btaticn was measurc-cl (Station ^1) and the dead minnovo wore counted within the ::jt;"tiop., 
Several live minnowa were present end a few mirjiowa in distress were seen. 

At 6:25 PM WG arrived at a bridge (Tl̂ ri, ESE, Src. 12, IK'^) located two LIIIOG 
upotrcan froa Station frl. Thick wtiite-colored unnatural stream deponito were prê rent 
cxid the pll was 9»0. Dead minnows uere present and a 100 foot station was meâ Lirei 
(Station ^2) and the dead fish counted. A few dead crayfish wer^ present and eevftrtil 
live minnows were seen within the station. 

At 6:40 PM we arrived at a bridp̂ e (T15N, RSE, Sec. 2, SV/t) located U^ miles up­
stream fron Station ;72. Strefun is only tiiree feet wide and about three Indies Jv3cpr in 
tti-S area. Thick orange and v/hite-colored unnatural stream depc3its were present. 
pB. was 8.0. Ito live or dead fith were found. 

Til a 

At 7;00 PM we arrived at a large tile outlet which fortno the beginning of this 
etreaa (115M, RSE, Sec. 3» l^'A)- Thick orange end white-colored unnatural strecip de­
posits were present. No live or dead fish v e r e found. 

Tim Bachman then went to a chesiical plant which e-qpties into tliis tile to investi­
gate possible source of pollution and I went to the Rt. 150 bridge to see if the i'irAi 
kill had gone that far. 

At 7:'K) PH I arrived at tlie Rt. 130 bridge emd foimd no dead fish. Live iicsh were 
present and none wore in distress. The pH was 8.7. No unnatural stream depoaitis ware 
preisent. The water was covered with a brownish-green scum which appeared to be eying 
fH-Buneritous algae. I then went home because it was getting too dark to proceed. 

At 3:30 PM on September k I stopped at the fiî st bridge (T1>1J, R9E. Sec. iC, tlVjA) 
downstream from Station #1. Tlicre was a brownish-green scum on the water wliich rr..pi:>arod 
to be dying filamentous algae. Only a very small amount of white-colored unnatLiroji 
Btroain deposit was present. A few dead mirjiowB were present and a 100 foot station was 
iraaBured (Station O ) . Several live minnows were seen and none were In dlstrcus. 



fieuttering Fork 
i l s h Ki l l Investigmtlon 
Page 2 

At 3 : ^ PM I arrived at the next bridge (T15N, R9E, Sec. 16, K154) downatreEJi) from 
Station #3* No dead or distressed fish were seen. Live fish were numerous. No un-
natursd stream deposits were seen. Ti\e water waa nearly covered with the brownish-preen 
ecionj which appeared to be dying filamentous algae. I talked to a fisherman at tJiiii 
bridg'a who was catching sunfish. She said that she hadn't seen any dead fish. Che also 
said that che had fished here last night and had caught several bullheads and did not 
QO'klce any dead fish then either. 

The fish kill area extended from Station #2 located two nllea upstream from the 
Filson Road Bridge to Station ,̂ 3 located one mile below the Filson Road Bridge (3 niles 
tal^.). There were an estimated 3«'S49 minnows killed valued at $115«'t7. 

aû /aii 



ILUNOIS DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION CF FISHEr.lES 

REPORT OF POLLUTION-CAUSED FISH KILL 

County Dcuglaa_ 

WATE;:R (ncimel _ ? c a t t c r l n g _ y o r i t _ 

Owner ^ l 

Nearest Town __Tuscola 
Date September 3 - ^ . 1975 

Address 
1. Reported by I]ow:.rd Sylvester . Areola. I l l i n o i s __ - ^ . , 
2. F'ersons contacted: Tim Bachman and Tom Smith, both from the Champaign office of tha E IP .A^ 

Date - Sept , > • 1975-

3. Einvironmental Engineer Notified: Date: Sep t . 3 , 1975 
Name _ . _ ? ^ ^ ^ ? ^ 

Time 
Address. Chaatpajgn, 

Ju30_PM 

Source of pollution: 

A. AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS 
I I Poisons (herbicides, pesticides, etc.) 
[2 Fertlizers 
[^ Manure drainage, ensilage liquors, 

or feed lot operations 

j t Handling of equipment and containers 

C. MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS 
I I Sewerage system • Power (Public 
I I Refuge disposal service) 
Q] Water system Q Pest control 
I I Swimming Pool 

H. SPECIFIC AGENT OR CAUSE IF KNOWN 

0 
B. INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS 

Mining 
Food & kindred 
products 

Q Paper & allied 
products 

[~| Other (specify) 

Rubber & Plastic 
Cliemicals 

I I Petroleum 
• Metals 
Q Textiles 

D. 

E. 
F. 

TRANSPORTATION OPERATIONS 
Rail 
Truck 
Construction 
Other G. 

Air 
Barge or boa 
Pipeline 
Unknown 

5; Type cfFi:;h Killed: Game: 
Non-Game: 

Total: 

-O-
JJXL .% 

100 
.% 

Light 

What percent of the above two types are commercial: 1 
6. Estimcited total number of fish killed: 1 » M 9 
7. Severity: Q Total [ H Heavy Q Moderate [*] 

8. Exfijnt: A'ea of fish kill (miles or acres) ^-allee 
9. Duration of critical effect: ^ Days Hours 

10. Sanpling station locations: 

-_ Value: $_115*A7-

Sttucn 
NurnbBr 

1 
;» 

3 

Locaiion 
Couniy 

Douglas 

Douglas 

Douglas 

Township 

15N 

15N 

15N 

Range 

91: 
8E 

9E 

"4 Section 

18, 1̂ 34 

12, KŴ  

16, mk 

Time 

6 FH (Sep 

6:25 PM ( 

3:30 PM ( 

11 \ddtional comments- ' '^^® ^^'^ orange colored unnaturi 
'vH;!|; a fflil&y^olor'^ana~p"ff values'Were" above "normal," 

b. 3) Unnatural stream deposi ts ; pH - 13 
_. Unnatural ctrearn 

^®P^' ^ ' Hpposita; pH - 9.0 
Sept. k) Brownish-green Bcxm on water 

ad stream deposits were present , v;ater 

" 

12. Da e of Report _ f i e p t . .5t 3975 Biologist: Richard A. Rogers 
P*g* 1 ot '•> Panes 
TM 19.0 (4'>99S~10M S«lt—«-73| 14 
6/72 • 

file:///ddtional


FISH COLLECTION 

WATER (name) fx;atT:erT.ny r n r ^ 

Are^a of fish k i l l : Miles or acres 5_ Length In feot — ^ . ^ i ^ 

Multplying factor obtained by taking average length (or area) of all stations divided into total length (or 

Number of fish ki l led at each t tat ion 

>Uitlon No. 

.ength o's la. 
n It. or (jireai 

SiMi-ies 

lASS 

iUNFISH 

CATFISH 

.nNNOVv/£, 

;HAD 

;ARP 

UFI-AL<.) 

•RUM 

F-ag* 2 ol 2 P»8»!. 

FM 19.0 ('.B98l>-

Size 
I 0 oup 

1 

|a.oo f t . 
2 

100 f t . 

3 

100 f t . 

GAME FISH 

1 NON-GAME FISH 1 

-10M Sel i -

l iA ?0 «? 

COMMERCIAL FISH | 

-4-731 U f l i S •• 

.. 
1 

1 Average 
1 o l all 

Stations 

llOO f t . 
1 

( 

1 ?k.-^ 

Mult i ­
plying 
Factor 

158.1* 

l ^ o . ' f 

area) affected. 

Ej l immed 
Total 

Number 
Ki l led 

^.8«+9 

GRAND TOTAL , g i , n 

Value 
Per 

l i j h 

.03 

NfSk 

1—IT?-. 

1 

L. 

m S - ^ n 
e,-72 

Disite o l Report: fiopt«iber 5, 1975 Biologist — r r r ^ 

(Number) (Value) 

Richard A» Rogers 



Keport of Pollution Caused rish Kill 
Jnvesligation of the Scattering Fork 
d.Ji Iiouglas County on Sept, 3-i*, 1975, 
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